
 

 

ART AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD (AARB) 

Project Data Sheet 
Revised February 6, 2025 

(Due by 3:00 p.m. on the Friday two weeks before the meeting to AARB@dgs.virginia.gov)   

Date Submitted:  
 
Agency Name: 
 
Project Name, Number, and Location [* must include the project number] 
(Include project name, number/code, and location, i.e. city, county, etc.) 
 
Representatives for the Agency and the Architect/Engineer 
(Include names, titles, phone numbers, email addresses, and physical addresses—including contact information for 
the day of the meeting) 
 
Current Project Status/Phase and Schedule  [* must select one of the following] 

- Preliminary Design Submission:    
- Final Design Submission:   

(Status/Phase = Schematic, etc.  Schedule= next milestone date) 
 
Request for Consent Agenda:    Yes:   No:  
 

* Please refer to the AARB Agency Project Submission and Presentation Guidelines – Project Submission Section for 
additional information and guidance on the Consent Agenda versus Regular Agenda. 

PLEASE NOTE: If you did not check the box for Consent Agenda, your project will be posted on the Regular Agenda 
and the agency will be required to attend the meeting to make a presentation to the board on the day of the 
meeting. Presentations are not to exceed 15 minutes.  
 
Project Description  
(Area, number of stories, building and roof forms, exterior materials, etc.) 
 
Architectural Aesthetic: 
(What does it look like and why?) 
 
Relationship to Approved Master Plan [* this section must contain information for Board review, do not leave 
blank] 
 (Include the date of the master plan and how this project relates to a larger program effort, if applicable) 
 
Existing Architectural Context 
(The surrounding community, historic significance, adjacent site, the identity of the agency or institution, etc.) 
 
AARB History (for return presentations on the same project): [* this section must contain information for 
Board review, do not leave blank / if this section does not apply to your project, please indicate with N/A]  
 

• State when previous presentation(s) were made to the Board on the project.  
• Restate previous Board comments.  
• Show actions taken to address Board comments; use visuals to compare previous renderings with 

updates.  
 

______________________

Virginia Department of Transportation

Bill Otto, Legal Counsel, 413-803-3251, botto@kalahariresorts.com
Dale Hensen, EVP Development, 608-254-6361, dhensen@kalahariresorts.com

Kalahari Resorts & Conventions, Route 606 Roundabout Artwork, Mudd Tavern Road Roundabout, Spotsylvania, VA

No AARB History

Refer to next sheet for narratives (Project Description, Architectural Aesthetic, Relationship to Approved
Master Plan, Existing Architectural Context.

VDOT Project #: (NFO) 0606-088-654

March 5, 2026

Refer to next sheet for narratives (Project Description, Architectural Aesthetic, Relationship to Approved
Master Plan, Existing Architectural Context.

Refer to next sheet for narratives (Project Description, Architectural Aesthetic, Relationship to Approved
Master Plan, Existing Architectural Context.

Refer to next sheet for narratives (Project Description, Architectural Aesthetic, Relationship to Approved
Master Plan, Existing Architectural Context.
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Project Description  

The proposed improvement consists of the installation of elephant sculptures, a low-profile 

masonry block wall, and coordinated native plantings within the Route 606 roundabout serving 

the new Kalahari Resorts & Conventions development in Spotsylvania County, Virginia. 

Kalahari Resorts & Conventions is a 1.5 million square foot destination resort featuring 

approximately 900 guest rooms, a 175,000-square-foot indoor waterpark, and a 150,000-square-

foot convention center, making it a significant regional tourism and economic driver.  

Given the scale and regional draw of the resort—located directly off I-95—the project is 

expected to attract a high volume of first-time visitors unfamiliar with the local roadway 

network. 

The proposed roundabout enhancement is designed to function as a clear, intuitive visual 

waypoint that helps motorists confirm they are approaching the correct destination, reducing 

uncertainty and last-minute maneuvers. This feature will work in coordination with standard 

VDOT signage to create a layered and cohesive wayfinding system. 

All elements are designed to remain fully compliant with VDOT safety, sight distance, and 

maintenance standards. Refer to sheet 1 of 4 in this submission.  

Architectural Aesthetic  

The architectural aesthetic reflects the established identity of Kalahari Resorts, which is inspired 

by African landscapes, wildlife, and natural materials. The proposed elephant sculptures serve as 

a recognizable yet family-friendly focal point that aligns with the resort’s brand while remaining 

appropriate for a public roadway setting. 

Importantly, the design avoids commercial signage or advertising elements, instead focusing on a 

contextual, placemaking approach using: 

• Natural stone masonry  

• Native and adaptive plantings  

• Earth-toned, non-reflective materials  

The composition is intentionally low-profile and horizontally oriented to preserve clear sightlines 

and minimize visual distraction for drivers. 

This approach ensures the installation enhances the corridor visually while maintaining the 

functional and safety priorities of the roundabout. Refer to architectural rendering provided in 

this submission.  

 

 



Relationship to Approved Master Plan  

This proposal is directly aligned with the approved Major Site Plan for the Kalahari Resorts & 

Conventions project in Spotsylvania, VA (VDOT Project # (NFO) 0606-088-654). 

The roundabout serves as a primary access point for a major regional destination located just off 

Interstate 95. As such, it plays a critical role in: 

• Managing visitor arrival patterns  

• Supporting safe traffic distribution  

• Providing clear directional confirmation for unfamiliar drivers  

The enhancement supports the Master Plan by improving driver comprehension and confidence 

at a key decision point within the transportation network. 

Rather than replacing standard highway signage, the proposed feature reinforces and 

complements VDOT-approved signage, creating a multi-layered wayfinding system that: 

• Reduces hesitation and confusion  

• Minimizes abrupt lane changes  

• Supports smoother traffic flow during peak arrival periods  

This coordinated strategy enhances both safety and user experience, particularly for out-of-

market visitors traveling via I-95. 

 

Existing Architectural Context  

The existing Route 606 corridor and roundabout currently function as standard transportation 

infrastructure without a defined visual identity or destination marker. 

With the introduction of a large-scale destination resort in immediate proximity, there is a need 

to establish a clear sense of arrival and place that corresponds to the increased traffic volume and 

visitor orientation demands. 

The proposed enhancement addresses this need by introducing a visually identifiable yet non-

intrusive landmark that: 

• Helps distinguish this roundabout as the primary gateway to the resort  

• Enhances the overall aesthetic quality of the corridor  

• Supports intuitive navigation without reliance solely on overhead or roadside signage  

The design intentionally avoids vertical obstructions or visual clutter, instead utilizing a 

contained, landscaped central feature that maintains full functionality of the roundabout while 

elevating the user experience. Refer to architectural rendering and sheet 1 of this submission. 
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MUDD TAVERN ROAD - S.R. #606
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