
 

Approved Minutes 
Art and Architectural Review Board 

April 12, 2024, at 10:00am 
Old City Hall, Conference Room #115 
1001 E Broad St, Richmond, VA 23219 

 
 1.0 ADMINISTRATION 
 
10:08 am  1.1 CALL TO ORDER 

Lynden Garland, Chair 
Board Members Present: Lynden Garland, Chair; Rebecca Deeds, Vice-Chair; 
Megan Melinat; and Anne Smith. 
Board Members Absent: Anca Lipan and Jill Nolt. 
DGS Staff Present: Jessica Hendrickson and Kimberly Freiberger 
 

  1.2 PUBLIC COMMENT 
AARB Meetings are open for public comment. Rules for public comment can be 
obtained from the Department of General Services. 
None 

 
1.3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion for Approval of Meeting Minutes from the March 1, 2024, meeting: 
  Motion: Rebecca Deeds 
  Second: Anne Smith 
  Vote: (4-Y  0-N) 

    
1.4 OTHER BUSINESS 

None 
  
 2.0 CONSENT AGENDA   
 

2.1 VMI / Cadet Safety and Security 
(Final Approval) 
This project is providing much needed access control and camera surveillance to the 
Barracks and VMI’s Post. Five-hundred and fourteen Cadet dorm doors and perimeter 
doors that allow entry into the Barracks will be receiving electrified hardware with card 
readers. The four arches into the Barracks will also get upgraded gates to provide 
operable functions that are tied to the access control system as well as be equipped with 
personnel gates to allow egress. The camera surveillance will be updated with new 
cameras in existing locations along with new cameras mounted on the interior stoops. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department has not received this 
project and does need to review it for approval. 
Other Board Comments: None 
Motion to Approve subject to DHR review: Anne Smith 
Second: Megan Melinat 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 
 



 

2.2 UVA /  Demolition of Commonwealth Court at the Ivy Mountain 
Musculoskeletal Center (IMMC) Site County of Albemarle 
(Final Approval) 
Complete demolition of the Commonwealth Court, a two-story motor court developed in 
the 1950s. Since closing in the 1970s, it has been used for various purposes including 
apartments, storage, and office space. The University is planning the demolition of the 
Commonwealth Court structures to provide short-term parking for the Musculoskeletal 
Center staff, which will enable the University to meet demand from increased patient 
volume. Longer term solutions are being considered for the Ivy Mountain site. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department has not received this 
project and does need to review it for approval. 
Other Board Comments: The board is only approving the demolition of 
Commonwealth Court and not the parking lot plans of this project submission. 
Motion to Approve subject to DHR review: Anne Smith 
Second: Megan Melinat 
Vote: 3-Y 0-N, 1 ABS (Rebecca Deeds) 
 

          2.3 Science Museum of Virginia / Exterior Repairs   
(Final Approval) 
The Science Museum of Virginia (SMV) Building is the former Broad Street Station 
constructed in 1917-1919 for the Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac and Atlantic 
Coast Line railroads. The building is designed in neo-classical style and includes a 
masonry exterior generally constructed of clay block with either a limestone cladding or a 
stucco finish. Cast-iron and glass canopies grace the front of the building. Certain areas 
are of more recent construction and therefore more modern systems. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department is currently operating 
under a Memorandum of Understanding with the Science Museum of Virginia for 
the exterior repairs. 
Other Board Comments: None 
Motion to Approve: Anne Smith 
Second: Megan Melinat 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 

 
          3.1 VA TECH / Mitchell Hall   

(Final Approval) 
The Mitchell Hall project received AARB Preliminary Approval in March of 2023. In August 
of 2023, the project received AARB Final Approval for the demolition of Randolph Hall 
and partial demolition of Hancock Hall, enabling the Mitchell Hall project. Working 
Drawings are scheduled for completion in early March of this year. Following the 
completion of demolition work, the Construction phase is scheduled to begin in late 
Spring 2024, contingent upon AARB approval. The project is anticipated to be 
substantially complete mid-2028 in preparation for full occupancy Fall Semester of 2028. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department has been contacted 
and has no issues with this project. 
Other Board Comments: None 
Motion to Approve: Rebecca Deeds 
Second: Anne Smith 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 
 



 

          3.2 Virginia Military Institute / Construct Moody Hall 
(Preliminary Approval) 
The New Moody Hall at Virginia Military Institute will replace the existing three-story 
Moody Hall facing the VMI Parade Ground and adjacent Neikirk and Cabell Halls to 
accommodate growth in the function of the Alumni Agencies and their collaborative 
activities with current Cadets into one centralized and expanded building. The existing 
three structures on the site are planned for demolition as a part of this project. The new 
facility will provide multi-purpose meeting spaces for various events on Post for the 
Corps of Cadets, staff, and alumni, and house offices for the VMI Alumni Agencies. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department has been in 
consultation with this project and is ongoing with preparing a mitigation 
agreement. The demolition of the existing structures will need to be submitted to 
DHR for review under a separate project. 
Other Board Comments:  

• Approval subject to the successful completion of a mitigation agreement 
with DHR.  The mitigation agreement must be in place prior to submitting 
for demolition and final approval of the project. 

• Provide more detailed, realistic renderings. 

• Provide renderings of view from street level. 

• Elements should be blended together and not appear so disjointed with 
more cohesiveness between the buildings.  May be helpful to have a 
rendering showing the whole building to show how elements tie together. 

• Further development of the kitchen elevation side.  The landscape may 
not be enough to shield that side of the building. 

• Additional detailing and elevation development on the grand yard side. 

• Demolition of existing structures will be submitted as a separate project in 
the future for the consent agenda prior to submitting for final approval for 
the project. 

Motion for preliminary approval with DHR and board comments. VMI will need to 
submit demolition packages and finalize mitigation agreement with DHR prior to 
submitting for  final approval: Lynden Garland 
Second: Rebecca Deeds 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 
 

3.3 Virginia Military Institute / VMI Old and New Barracks Window Replacement   
(Preliminary Approval) 
The Old and New Barracks serve as residential dormitory facilities for VMI’s cadets. The 
Old and New Barracks are 6 levels tall (referred to on Post as Stoops). The lowest of these 
levels is a full basement. The total combined size of the Old and New Barracks is 
approximately 243,515 gross square feet. Old and New Barracks have 319 cadet rooms. 
The scope of work includes replacement in kind of 789 window sashes across 423 
openings. All replacement sashes will be true-divided-light wood sashes with low-E 
insulated glazing units. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – This project has been submitted to the 
Department and it is currently under the 30-day review process. 
Other Board Comments:  

• Provide details on window installation especially if there changes to the 
thickness of the insulated window unit  at final approval. 



 

Motion for preliminary approval pending DHR approval and incorporate board 
comments for resubmission at final approval phase: Lynden Garland 
Second: Rebecca Deeds 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 
 

          3.4 University of Virginia / Darden Student Housing   
(Final Approval) 
The University of Virginia Darden Graduate School of Business is well known for its 
vibrant academic community where learning occurs both within the classroom and 
beyond. The Darden Student Housing Project is an opportunity for Darden to fully realize 
a community consistent with Thomas Jefferson’s original vision for the University of 
Virginia to create a holistic learning and living community. When this project is realized, 
residential life at Darden will become a strategic, vibrant, and integral part of the 
complete educational experience for Darden students. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – This project has not been submitted to 
the Department, but DHR will need to approve. 
Other Board Comments: None 
Motion for final approval pending DHR review: Anne Smith 
Second: Rebecca Deeds 
Vote: 3-Y 0-N, 1ABS (Rebecca Deeds) 
 

          3.5 University of Virginia / Center for Politics   
(Final Approval) 
The proposal is for a one-story, approximately 5,000 square foot addition on the eastern 
side of the house, along with associated landscape improvements, and for the 
construction of a road connecting the . The addition will support the programs and 
activities of the Center for Politics, which has been a tenant in the building since 2008. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department has reviewed and 
approved noting no adverse effect to historical resources. 
Other Board Comments: None 
Motion for final approval: Anne Smith 
Second: Megan Melinat 
Vote: 3-Y 0-N, 1ABS (Rebecca Deeds) 
 

          3.6 DBVI / Renovate the VIB Facility in Charlottesville 
(Final Approval) 
The project consists of the renovation and addition to the Virginia Industries for the Blind 
(VIB) facility in Charlottesville, Virginia. The additions to the building include a freight 
elevator, an employee vestibule and waiting area. The renovations generally consist of 
HVAC and electrical infrastructure upgrades, replacement of the roofing systems, 
structural repairs, site improvements, ADA upgrades, reconfiguration of space to improve 
manufacturing processes, and an outdoor roof-top employee patio. The Administration 
wing, built in the year 2000, is a two-story addition to the original four-story factory 
building (plus basement and sub-basement). The structure consists of steel columns, 
steel beams, steel joists, cast-in-place concrete, and precast planks. The building is clad in 
an exterior insulation finishing system (EIFS). 

At the request of the submitter, this project will be moved to the May 3rd AARB 
agenda.  

 



 

          3.7 VCCS / Northern Virginia Community College, Skilled Trades Building   
(Final Approval) 
The project consists of a new 24,105 SF, single story building with sloped roofs designed 
to house labs/shops, student spaces, faculty offices and supporting spaces for NVCC 
Automotive programs. The lab/shops are intended for training purposes only. The 
exterior of the project is made of beige brick, grey metal panel, storefront glazing at the 
entries and translucent daylighting panel system at the clerestory of the labs. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department does not need to 
review this project unless required by another agency. 
Other Board Comments: None 
Motion for final approval: Rebecca Deeds 
Second: Megan Melinat 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 
 

          3.8 VCCS / Northern Virginia Community College, Expand Medical Campus 
(Preliminary Approval) 
Proposed addition to the NVCC College Medical Campus consisting of new construction 
for a 3-story building addition to the existing Campus Facility -fully sprinklered, non-
combustible, Construction Type IB for existing and new construction. The proposed New 
Construction Consists of Approximately 34,000 gross square feet of programmed 
classrooms, learning spaces, and support spaces. The new addition will be equipped 
throughout with a fire alarm system in addition to the sprinkler system. 
The new addition will house a virtual teaching emergency room (simulation only), 
classrooms, teaching lab spaces and associated storage and prep areas. There will also be 
minimal amounts of student and faculty amenity spaces scattered throughout the 3 
floors of the new addition The exterior will feature a mixture of precast concrete panels, 
composite metal panels, window wall and masonry. The roof will be a low slope roof with 
parapet and a small PV array. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department does not need to 
review this project unless required by another agency. 
Other Board Comments: 

• Add canopy or portico to designate entry way spaces. 

• Rethink the canopy at the mobile bus area.  If the bus is to be parked at 
that location, canopy should be more integrated into the over design. 

• Provide more human view renderings at plaza areas or gathering places. 

• Submit a detailed planting plan and landscape palette. 

• Narrative stated that the existing building and addition would be unified.  
During the presentation, it was suggested the users wanted a more playful 
departure for the look of the existing building.  The current design shows a 
significant departure from the existing building as well as anything else 
constructed throughout NVCC.  Understanding that the program and 
internal equipment affect the elevation, review how  the existing building  
and addition complement each other in the color and materials palette.  
Pay closer attention to how those colors and materials are used.  Look at 
the existing building as well as other buildings on other NVCC campuses.   
Generally, the materials are metal panel, brick veneer, and storefront/ 
curtainwall with colored glazing.  Consider the use of more metal panels 
as a way to balance the vertical nature of the addition since that’s not 
necessarily seen on other NVCC buildings. 



 

Motion for preliminary approval with incorporation of Board comments subject to 
final approval: Rebecca Deeds 
Second: Megan Melinat 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 
 

          3.9 Virginia State University / Student Union   
(Preliminary Approval) 
The VSU New Student Union project is centrally located on the Virginia State University 
campus. The 1.54-acre site is bounded by University Ave. on the East, Boisseau Street on 
the South, Daniel Gymnasium, and parking lot on the West, and outdoor basketball 
courts on the North along Stadium Drive. The current site is an open field with trees 
along University Ave and Boisseau Street. The building has a two-story volume that 
includes wellness areas, dance and exercise studios, and an indoor multipurpose 
basketball court. The exterior material palette includes brick masonry with an 
architectural precast concrete base. Full height aluminum curtainwall openings, along 
with punched window openings, are incorporated to allow natural light to come into the 
building. A translucent wall system, to reduce glare, will be used on the upper level of the 
multi-purpose basketball court. The overall vertical fenestration will be less than 30% of 
the gross above-grade wall area. The roof will be a single ply membrane with aluminum 
panel/framing system to screen roof top mounted mechanical equipment. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – This project has not been submitted to 
the Department, but DHR will need to approve. 
Other Board Comments: 

• Consider artistic design or student participation projects to create visual 
displays on the brick wall at the north and west façade. 

• Consider adding more windows on the southwest corner for more natural 
lighting.  

• Review the north entry door so the gym (egress) door isn’t confused as 
the main entrance. 

• Revisit the north and south columns and the depth and width of the 
columns. 

• Realize the opportunities that exist with the landscaping palette. 

• Provide renderings of what the building will look like at night. 

• Confirm brick dimensions between vertical ribs since that will have 
implications on the final look of the buidling. 

Motion for preliminary approval with incorporation of Board comments subject to 
final approval: Anne Smith 
Second: Rebecca Deeds  
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 

 
          3.10 DCR / Renovation of 19 Cabins and 6 Camping Cabins at Westmoreland  

State Park 
(Preliminary Approval) 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department has reviewed and 
approved noting no adverse effect to historical resources. 
Other Board Comments: Project was submitted for the regular agenda for 
preliminary review, however, the board motioned for final approval of the 
project. 



 

Motion for final approval: Anne Smith 
Second: Megan Melinat 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 
 

          3.11 DCR / Renovation of 20 Cabins at First Landing State Park 
(Preliminary Approval) 
This project fully renovates 5 historically contributing cabins and 15 non-contributing 
camping cabins at First Landing State Park. First Landing (originally called Seashore State 
Park) is part of the original six parks constructed under the Civilian Conservation Corp’s 
(CCC) efforts in the 1930’s and 1940’s in Virginia. As such, these cabins are included in 
the historic district within the park. The project will renovate the original remaining five 
wood-framed cabins (one cabin burnt down and was rebuilt, therefore no longer 
contributing). These cabins are considered contributing resources to the National 
Register Historic District of the park. The project will also renovate 15 concrete block 
cabins which were built in the 1950s and are considered non-contributing resources to 
the historic district of the park. 

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) – The Department has reviewed and 
approved noting no adverse effect to historical resources. 
Other Board Comments: Project was submitted for the regular agenda for 
preliminary review, however, the board motioned for final approval of the 
project. 
Motion for final approval: Anne Smith 
Second: Rebecca Deeds 
Vote: 4-Y 0-N 
 

4.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
The next AARB meeting will be held on Friday, May 3, 2024. 

  
5.0        MEETING ADJOURNED – 4:13 pm 

 


