Approved Minutes

Art and Architectural Review Board
January 12, 2024, at 10:00am

Old City Hall, Conference Room #115

1001 E Broad St, Richmond, VA 23219

1.0 ADMINISTRATION
10:07am 1.1 CALLTO ORDER
Board Members Present: Lynden Garland, Chair; Anca Lipan; Calder Loth, Anne
Smith

Board Members Absent: Jill Nolt; Rebecca Deeds
DGS Staff Present: Tyler Anders; Kimberly Freiberger

1.2 PUBLIC COMMENT
AARB Meetings are open for public comment. Rules for public comment can be
obtained from the Department of General Services.
None

1.3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion for Approval of Meeting Minutes from the December 1, 2023, meeting:
Anca Lipan
Second: Anne Smith
Vote: (4Y — ON)

14 OTHER BUSINESS
Calder Loth will be stepping down from AARB. This will be his last meeting. The
Board would like to provide a sincere and heartfelt thank you for his years of
service on the Board representing DHR as well as his knowledge of architecture
and Virginia’s built environment, historical knowledge of the AARB, and unique
insights on the projects submitted to the AARB. He will be missed. We also look
forward to working with his successor, Megan Melinat.

2.0 CONSENT AGENDA

2.1 Virginia Tech / Storage Building at Southern Piedmont Agricultural Research and
Extension Center
(Final Approval)
This project proposes a 20-feet by 50-feet, single-story prefabricated metal
storage building to be installed atop an existing concrete slab at the Southern
Piedmont Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Blackstone, Virginia.
Former greenhouses located on the slab were recently surplussed, leaving the
area available to serve the program for necessary tool and equipment storage
space.
Department of Historic Resources (DHR) — No issues
Other Board Comments: None



2.2

2.3

Motion to Approve: Anne Smith
Second: Anca Lipan
Vote: 4Y — ON

VCCS — Multiple Campuses Design and Install Exterior Signage — Phase 2
(Final Approval)

The project consists of the replacement of existing and installation of new
exterior Main Identification (MID) and Secondary Identification (SID) signage
across Northern Virginia Community College Campuses.

Campus Locations Include:

NVCC Annandale Campus, Alexandria Campus, Loudoun Campus, Manassas Campus,
MEC (Springfield Campus), and Woodbridge Campus.

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) — No issues

Other Board Comments: None

Motion to Approve: Anne Smith

Second: Anca Lipan

Vote: 4Y — ON

University of Virginia — Ridley Bridge Removal and Rework Project

(Final Approval)

The University of Virginia proposes to demolish the Ridley pedestrian bridge and
east abutment and support piers and to fill the void created in the east terrace
railing of Ridley Hall with concrete railings to match those existing around the
terrace, with a new metal picket guardrail behind both the new and the existing
concrete railings to achieve a code-compliant height. The current bridge is
deteriorating, has become difficult to maintain, and is not ADA-compliant. Its
function is being superseded by the construction of an accessible bridge as part of
the previously approved Contemplative Commons project.

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) — Conditional approval, subject to DHR’s
review.

Other Board Comments: None

Motion to Approve: Anne Smith

Second: Anca Lipan

Vote: 4Y — ON

3.0 PROJECT REVIEWS

3.1

James Madison University — East Campus Power Plant, Phase 2

(Preliminary Approval)

The project site is located at the East Campus Power Plant (ECPP) on the campus
of James Madison University (JMU) in Harrisonburg, Virginia. The site is bound by
Driver Drive to the west and south with open space/forested areas to the east
and northeast. There are also two existing stormwater management ponds north
of the site. The project proposes the demolition of the remaining RRF buildings
and the construction of a steam generation plant, upgrades to the chiller building,
new underground fuel tanks, and associated site modifications and
improvements. The removal of the Resource Recovery Facility buildings will be



3.2

the major portion of the demolition work on this project. In addition to the
demolition of the remaining RRF buildings, there will be interior demolition work
within the existing boiler plant building. There will be additional demolition
throughout the site, including removal of the truck weigh scale in upper parking
lot; demolition of asphalt pavement, concrete pavement, and concrete pads; and
removal of concrete sidewalks. The new building addition will house all Steam
Generation Plant operations, allowing the existing plant to house the chilled
water operations.
Department of Historic Resources (DHR) — Has reviewed and has no concerns.
Other Board Comments:
e Suggest posting signage to identify the building and its significance to the
campus.
e Consider use of sustainability strategies for this project such as pervious
pavement.

e Provide renderings at the student walking level.
e Please provide exterior building and site materials at the next meeting for
final approval.
Motion to Preliminary Approve with Board Comments: Anne Smith
Second: Anca Lipan
Vote: 4Y — ON

University of Virginia — Institute of Biotechnology
(Final Approval)
The Institute of Biotechnology is a five-story academic building totaling 350,000
GSF set within Fontaine Park, just southwest of Central Grounds. The Institute of
Biotechnology will be a highly efficient, state-of-the-art facility that will:
* Provide modern, flexible, modular, multi-use research laboratory and
support space to accommodate a wide range of disciplines, including
neuroscience, bioengineering, and medicinal chemistry.
e Develop a cGMP/viral vector unit that will have the capacity to manufacture
investigational therapies,
and viral vectors for researchers and partnering biotechnology companies.
¢ Expand imaging and animal research core facilities already located at
Fontaine Park. The Institute will
have a direct connection to the underground Life Sciences Annex (LiSA),
accessing and expanding existing critical infrastructure.
Department of Historic Resources (DHR) — Has reviewed and no issues.
Other Board Comments: None
e The design team successfully addressed comments from the previous
submission.
Motion to Approve: Anne Smith
Second: Anca Lipan
Vote: 4Y — ON
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3.4

University of Virginia — Fontaine Parking Garage

(Final Approval)

The Fontaine Parking Garage is a seven-story (+1,250-car) facility totaling 455,000
GSF set within Fontaine Park, just southwest of Central Grounds. The parking
garage will initially act as an intercept, allowing staff to commute in, park at the
garage, and then take the University Transit System to other areas of Grounds. As
development of the park continues, the garage will eventually serve as staff parking
for only those uses within the park. The garage is a speed ramp configuration where
the ramp is separate from the parking areas, allowing the parked floors to be flat,
improving site lines across the garage. Exterior materials include brick in Flemish
bond and running bond patterns, precast and glass.

Department of Historic Resources (DHR) — No issues.

Other Board Comments: None

Motion to Approve: Anca Lipan

Second: Calder Loth

Vote: 4Y — ON

University of Virginia — Darden Student Housing

(Preliminary Approval)

The University of Virginia Darden Graduate School of Business is well known for
its vibrant academic community where learning occurs both within the classroom
and beyond. The Darden Student Housing Project is an opportunity for Darden to
fully realize a community consistent with Thomas Jefferson’s original vision for
the University of Virginia to create a holistic learning and living community. When
this project is realized, residential life at Darden will become a strategic, vibrant,
and integral part of the complete educational experience for Darden students.

Including amenity and communal spaces and a variety of thoughtfully designed
accommodations that feature primarily 1-bedroom and 2-bedroom apartments,
the project recognizes the diversity of Darden students and their needs. All of
Darden’s living and learning facilities would be within easy reach: dining, library
and study spaces, indoor and outdoor recreation, and parking. All residential units
will provide immediate access to the Darden grounds as well as capture views
towards landscaped courtyards, the adjacent Arboretum, or forested hills to the
north and west. The proposed student housing project will provide approximately
218 units and 348 beds to support a Darden MBA residential student population
of approximately 680-700 students. The project also contains new landscaped
recreation amenities, pathways, and connections to the entirety of Darden and
North Grounds.
Department of Historic Resources (DHR) — Has reviewed and approval is subject to
continued coordination with DHR.
Other Board Comments:

e Continue to work on the design to lessen impact of the red brick. Bring in

more white or light colored materials.
e Design should reflect more residential and less institutional.
e Consider bringing in more elements that relate to the rest of the Darden
campus.



e Study further how the building entries and pavilions relate back to the
other surrounding buildings.

e The new building is very large compared to the existing buildings.
However, unless you have the ability of seeing the building from the sky,
you will never see/ experience the new building in its entirety. That being
the case, study how the new building speaks to the existing buildings
using similar or matching construction/ building details. An example is how
and where shutters may be used. Really look at the consistency between
the buildings.

e Provide more renderings at the eye level.

Motion to Preliminary Approve with Board Comments: Anne Smith
Second: Anca Lipan
Vote: 4Y — ON

3.5 Virginia Department of Transportation — VDOT Hospital Courtyard
(Final Approval)
Replacement of previous Daycare Playground into an outdoor space for staff to
have lunch or get away from the desk for a bit. Includes stonework, tables and
chairs, flower beds with Virginia native plantings, and a fountain. All work will be
within the outdoor space between VDOT’s Hospital Building and Reid’s Row.
Department of Historic Resources (DHR) — No issues.
Other Board Comments: None
Motion to Approve: Anne Smith
Second: Anca Lipan
Vote: 4Y — ON

4.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS
The next AARB meeting will be held on Friday, February 29, 2024.

5.0 MEETING ADJOURNED / 12:18 am



