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Public Body Procurement Workgroup 
 

Meeting # 8 
 

Thursday, September 14, 2023, 1:00 p.m. 

Conference Room C 

James Monroe Building 

101 North 14th Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 

https://dgs.virginia.gov/dgs/directors-office/pwg/ 

 

 

The Public Body Procurement Workgroup (the Workgroup) met in-person in Conference Room 

C in the James Monroe Building in Richmond, Virginia, with Joe Damico, Director of the 

Department of General Services (DGS), presiding. The meeting began with remarks from Mr. 

Damico, followed by public comment, and the Workgroup finalizing recommendations on SB 

954. Materials presented at the meeting are available through the Workgroup’s website.   

 

Workgroup members and representatives present at the meeting included Joe Damico 

(Department of General Services), Lisa Pride (Virginia Department of Transportation), Joshua 

Heslinga (Virginia Information Technologies Agency), Patricia Innocenti (Virginia Association 

of Governmental Procurement), Mary Helmick (Virginia Association of State Colleges and 

University Purchasing Professionals), Leslie Haley (Office of the Attorney General), Jason 

Saunders (Department of Planning and Budget), Willis Morris (Department of Small Business 

and Supplier Diversity), Mike Tweedy (Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee) and 

Joanne Frye (the Division of Legislative Services). Andrea Peeks (House Appropriations 

Committee) was absent.  

 

 

I. Call to Order; Remarks by Chair 

 

Joe Damico, Director 

Department of General Services 

 

Mr. Damico called the meeting to order and thanked the members of the Workgroup for 

their efforts over the last six months studying the five bills assigned to the Workgroup. 

He stated that this is the eighth meeting this year and acknowledged the members 

commitment. Mr. Damico concluded opening remarks by reminding members and 

attendees of the website dedicated to the Public Body Procurement Workgroup and all 

meeting materials and reports can be found there.  

 

 

https://dgs.virginia.gov/dgs/directors-office/pwg/
https://dgs.virginia.gov/dgs/directors-office/pwg/
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II. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the August 22, 2023 Workgroup Meeting 

 

Mr. Damico began by asking staff to read proposed amendments to the August 22, 2023 

meeting minutes. On page 11, the third paragraph down, the sentence that reads as 

follows in the draft minutes:  

“He stated that he will propose the DGS recommendations as written and if there 

is the desire to move forward different versions, the Workgroup has the discretion 

to do so.  recommendations that DGS will move forward are being moved 

forward as written as there could be multiple recommendations for the GA to 

consider as they determine the proper use of these alternative methods.” 

 Is amended to read as follows: 

“He stated that he will propose the DGS recommendations as written and 

acknowledged that there could be multiple recommendations for the General 

Assembly to consider as they determine the proper use of these alternative 

methods.” 

 

Ms. Helmick requested amendments to page five of the draft minutes as follows: the end 

of the first paragraph states “bord of supervisors” which should be “board of visitors” and 

the last paragraph refers to “Bob Gordon” which should be “Bob Broyden”. 

 

Ms. Innocenti requested amendments as follows: (i) on page five in the last paragraph 

“stating” should be “starting”, (ii) on page six, the first paragraph states “constructures” 

which should be “contractors” and states “equitation” which should be “equation”. 

 

Mr. Heslinga made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 22, 2023 meeting as 

amended. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morris and unanimously approved by the 

Workgroup.  

 

III. Public Comment on Draft Recommendations for SB 954 

 

Mr. Damico invited the public to provide comment on the draft recommendations for SB 

954 and reminded everyone that there is a three-minute limit for each person speaking.  

 

The only stakeholder to comment was Jack Dyer, owner of Gulf Seaboard General 

Contractors and President of the Virginia Contractor Procurement Alliance (VCPA) 

spoke on behalf of the VCPA sharing that they are in full support of the 

recommendations. He thanked the Workgroup for their time and efforts and shared that 

he looks forward to working with stakeholders.  

     

IV. Finalize Recommendations on SB 954 

 

Mr. Damico began by explaining that the last meeting the Workgroup shared and voted 

on recommendations for staff to draft. He asked staff to read those recommendations that 

are now before the Workgroup and that the recommendations that pass today will be 
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included in the final report. Staff read the following recommendations and each 

recommendation was voted on after reading: 

Recommendation 1:  

The General Assembly consider prohibiting state agencies and covered 

institutions from listing previous construction management (CM) experience as a 

prerequisite or using such experience in the scoring process for prequalified or 

award of a contract.  

 

Upon reading the recommendation, Mr. Damico suggested that prequalified be changed 

to prequalification and asked staff to re-read the recommendation.  

 

Amended Recommendation 1: 

The General Assembly consider prohibiting state agencies and covered 

institutions from listing previous construction management (CM) experience as a 

prerequisite or using such experience in the scoring process for prequalification or 

award of a contract.  

 

Mr. Heslinga made a motion to approve recommendation one as amended. The motion 

was seconded by Ms. Pride and carried by a vote of 7-01.  

 

Recommendation 2: 

The General Assembly consider requiring all documents exchanged between 

agencies and covered institutions with the Department of General Services’ 

Division of Engineering and Buildings (DEB) related to the current process of the 

selection of alternative methods, construction management or design-build 

(CM/DB), as a projects delivery method shall also be posted publicly to DGS’ 

central electronic procurement system, known as eVA.  

 

Mr. Morris made a motion to approve recommendation two. The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Heslinga and carried by a vote of 6-0-12. 

 

Recommendation 3: 

The General Assembly consider stating in Chapter 43.1 of Title 2.2 of the Code 

that design-bid-build is the default method of procurement unless an alternative 

method, construction management or design-build (CM/DB) is approved by the 

Department of General Services’ Division of Engineering and Buildings (DEB) 

for institutions of higher education and state public bodies, or in the case of local 

public bodies, the local governing board must approve the use of CM/DB in a 

public forum allowing for public comment on the proposed us of CM/DB.  

 

Mr. Saunders made a motion to approve recommendation three. The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Morris and carried by a vote of 6-13. 

 

 
1 Yes; Saunders, Helmick, Heslinga, Morris, Pride, Damico, Innocenti 
2 Yes; Helmick, Heslinga, Morris, Pride, Damico, Innocenti. Abstain: Saunders  
3 Yes; Saunders, Heslinga, Morris, Pride, Damico, Innocenti. No; Helmick 
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 Recommendation 4: 

The General Assembly consider amending the Department of General Services’ 

authority in Chapter 43.1 of Title 2.2 of the Code from evaluating the proposed 

use of construction management or design-build (CM/DB) by state public bodies 

and institutions of higher education to the Department of General Services 

Division of Engineering and Buildings (DEB) making a final decision as to the 

use of CM/DB on each project. 

 

Mr. Morris made a motion to approve recommendation four. The motion was seconded 

by Ms. Pride and carried by a vote of 5-24 

 

Recommendation 5: 

The General Assembly consider requiring public bodies to advertise available 

subcontracting opportunities on the Department of General Services central 

electronic procurement website, known as eVA, for construction management and 

design-build (CM/DB) projects.  

 

Mr. Morris made a motion to approve recommendation five. The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Heslinga and carried by a vote of 5-1-15 

 

V. Public Comment  

 

None. 

 

VI. Discussion  

 

None. 

 

VII. Adjournment 

 

Mr. Damico adjourned the meeting at 1:23 p.m.   

  

 
 

For more information, see the Workgroup’s website or contact that Workgroup’s staff at 

pwg@dgs.virginia.gov.  

 

 

 

 

 
4 Yes; Saunders, Heslinga, Morris, Pride, Damico. No; Helmick, Innocenti 
5 Yes; Helmick, Heslinga, Morris, Pride, Damico. No; Innocenti. Abstain: Saunders  
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